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course, into which he had been forced ; and we find, that his proposal from Greenwich to Mr. Cave, for a translation of Father Paul Sarpi's History, was accepted1.
Some sheets of this translation were printed off, but the design was dropt; for it happened, oddly enough, that another person of the name of Samuel Johnson, Librarian of St. Martin's in the Fields, and Curate of that parish, engaged in the same undertaking, and was patronised by the Clergy, particularly by Dr.. Pearce, afterwards Bishop of Rochester. Several light skirmishes passed between the rival translators, in the newspapers of the day; and the consequence was, that they destroyed each other, for neither of them went on with the work. It is much to be regretted, that the able performance of that celebrated genius FRA PAOLO, lost the advantage of being incorporated into British literature by the masterly hand of Johnson.
I have in my possession, by the favour of Mr, John Nichols, a paper in Johnson's hand-writing, entitled ' Account between Mr. Edward Cave and Sam. Johnson, in relation to a version of Father Paul, &c. begun August the ad, 1738 ;' by which it appears, that from that day to the aist of April, 1739, Johnson received for this work £49 7-r. in sums of one, two, three, and sometimes four guineas at a time, most frequently two. And it is curious to observe the minute and scrupulous accuracy with which Johnson has pasted upon it a slip of paper, which he has entitled
1 In the Weekly Miscellany, Octo-     the delivery of the first volume, and her 21, 1738, there appeared the fol-     the rest at the delivery of the second lowing advertisement:—'Just pub-     volume in sheets. 3. Two-pence to lished, Proposals for printing the     be abated for every sheet less than History of the Council of Trent,     two hundred. It may be had on a translated from the Italian of Father     large paper, in three volumes, at the Paul Sarpi; with the Authour's Life,     price of three guineas ; one to be and Notes theological, historical, and     paid at the time of subscribing:, an-critical, from the French edition of     other at the delivery of the first, find Dr. Lc Courayev. To which are     the rest at the delivery of the other added, Observations on the History,     volumes. The work is now in the and Notes and Illustrations from     press, and will be diligently prose-various Authours, both printed and     cuted. Subscriptions are taken in manuscript. By S, Johnson, i. The     by Mr. Dodsley in Pali-Mall, Mr. work will consist of two hundred     Rivington in St. Paul's Church-yard, sheets, and be two volumes in     by E. Cave at St. John's Gate, and quarto, printed on good paper and     the Translator, at No. 6, in Castle-letter. 2. The price will be 18.f, each     street, by Cavendish-square.' Bos-volume, to be paid, half-a-guinea at     WELL.
' Small that my conjecture was not ill-founded, and that, in a future edition of that book, the circumstance might be recorded as fact.
